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Pursuant to the duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.56, §1.97 and §1.98, 
applicants hereby disclose publications known to them which may be material to the 
patentability of this invention. The publications are listed on the attached Form 
PTO-1449. The aforesaid references are made known to the Patent and Trademark Office 
in compliance with applicants' duty to disclose all information they are aware of which 
may -be material to the examination of the above-identified application. Kindly 
acknowledge receipt of this Statement and make the cited references of record in the 
subject application. 

Submission of these publications does not constitute an admission that any are 
"prior art" under 35 U.S.C. §102 or §103, and applicants specifically reserve the right to 
antedate any such material as by a showing under 37 C.F.R. §1.131 or other method. 

The present application is a divisional of application serial no. 09/577,780 filed 
May 24, 2000 (now U.S. patent No. 6,419,929), which is a divisional of application serial 
no. 08/995,659 filed December 22, 1997 (now U.S. patent No. 6,242,213). Certain 
references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 were published after the filing date of 
one or more of the prior applications. 

Copies of references not previously cited by or submitted to the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office in applications 09/577,780 and 08/995,659 are enclosed. According to 
37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d), copies of references already submitted in the parent application (fi*om 
which the present application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. § 120) are not required to 
be submitted with the present information disclosure statement. 
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To applicants* knowledge, no office action on the merits has been mailed in the 
subject application. Thus, no fee is due for the fihng of this information disclosure 
statement. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 2023 1 , on the date indicated below. 
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